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Minnesota has long prided itself on having a strong education system and a Midwestern sense of 
fairness and economic success.  We have a tradition of having excellent schools and an excellent quality 
of life for families and students.  The reality, however, is that where you are born (and into what 
circumstances) will largely determine where you will end up.  Appallingly, on national reading 
assessments, African-American fourth graders in Minnesota score worse than African-American 
students in Alabama, Georgia, and North Carolina. By the time they enter high school, more than 80 
percent of Minnesota’s Latino students are unprepared to read grade-level material.  In eighth grade 
math, our statewide achievement gap between minority students and their white peers is the 49

th
 

largest in the country.   
 
Teach For America – Twin Cities’ mission is to build the movement to eliminate educational inequity 
by enlisting our nation’s most promising future leaders in the effort. We recruit outstanding recent 
college graduates who commit two years to teach in low-income, Twin Cities’ schools and become 
lifelong leaders in pursuing educational excellence and equity. With extensive training and support, 
these teachers, who we call “corps members”, work relentlessly to ensure that students growing up 
today in low-income communities in the Twin Cities are given the educational opportunities they 
deserve.  We’ve seen that all students can succeed – even despite the added challenges of growing up in 
a low-income community -- when they are exposed to teachers who assume personal responsibility for 
ensuring their students are successful. 
 
As a result of their experience in the classroom, our corps members gain a deeper understanding of the 
challenges their students face, conviction that the problem can be solved, and personal responsibility 
for helping to solve the problem as leaders across all sectors. We are working to build a robust, 
leadership pipeline of program alumni working to effect lasting change across all sectors.   
 
We seek to build an education reform movement that leads to a community that is unwilling to fail 
another generation of low-income, minority students.  Through our work, we can demonstrate the 
impact of high expectations and accountability, providing undeniable proof that all children can 
succeed, and help to ensure that policy and ideology reflect what’s best for the students and 
communities we serve.   
 
Teach For America – Twin Cities is building the movement to ensure that one day, all children in 
Minnesota will have the opportunity to attain an excellent education. 

 


